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Iowa Library Association 
Cedar Rapids 
October 7-9, 1931 
Headquarters, Montrose Hotel 


Attention is called to the change in 
date from October 6th to 8th to Octo- 
ber 7th to 9th. Librarians please take 
notice. 

Information concerning railroads, 
headquarters, hotels and points of in- 
terest in Cedar Rapids was given in 
the Iowa Library Quarterly, January- 
March, 1931, and readers of the 
Quarterly are referred to that number 
to save space in the present number. 

The tentative program follows but 
is not complete and is subject to 
change. 


Wednesday Morning, October 7 

Registration— Montrose Hotel, Mezzanine 

Floor 
Wednesday Afternoon 

2:00—Ball Room, Montrose Hotel, E. Joanna 
Hagey, presiding 

Words of Weleome—Luther A. Brewer, Presi- 
dent, Cedar Rapids Library Board, and 
C. D. Huston, Mayor of Cedar Rapids 

Response—Cornelia Rhynsburger, Second Vice 
President, Muscatine 

Address—(Subject to be announced)—Har- 
rison John Thornton, Assistant Professor 
of History, University of lowa 

Address—‘‘ New Books,’’ Mrs. May Lamber- 
ton Becker, Editor Reader’s Guide of the 
Saturday Review of Literature, and Literary 
Editor of St. Nicholas 

Tea—Art Room of the Publie Library 

6:30—Dinner, Iowa Summer Library School 
Society, Montrose Hotel 


Wednesday Evening 


8:00—Crystal Room of Montrose 
Sidney Johnson, presiding 

‘*Five Years of European Library Experi- 
ence,’’ Milton E. Lord, Direetor of Li 
braries, State University of Iowa 

*‘*Edwin Arlington Robinson, His Genius and 
His Limitations,’’ Johnson Brigham, State 
Librarian 

Reception 

Thursday Morning, October 8 

9:00—Ball Room, Montrose Hotel, Mrs. Eve- 
lyn Spencer Bray, presiding 

**Book Wagon Experiences in Southern In- 
diana,’’ Lelia 8S. Wilson, Iowa Library 
Commission, Des Moines ‘ 

Report of the Black Hawk County Library 
Demonstration, Mary F. Parmalee, Demon- 
stration County Librarian, Waterloo 

Report of Page County Library Service, W. 
F, Stipe, Trustee, Clarinda 

Report of Hardin County Library Service, 
Mildred Albert, Librarian, Eldora, and 
Marjorie Powers, Librarian, Iowa Falls 


Hotel, J. 
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Diseussion of County Library Work in Towa, 
led by J. Sidney Johnson 


Thursday Afternoon 


12:30—Luncheon, Crystal Room, Montrose 
Hotel, Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, presi 
Address—(Subject to be announced), 
Hess, Author 
2:30—Round Tables, Leaders: 
Children’s Librarians, Laura MeRill, Mar 
shalltown 
Small Libraries, Golda Ausbury, Nevads 
Large Libraries, Mrs. Cora P. Millard, 


Burlington 
Cedar 


School Libraries, 
Rapids 
College and Reference Libraries, Mary 
Brown Humphrey, Iowa City 
Hospital Libraries, Rose A. 
Sioux City 
Trustees, Mrs. T. G. White, Humboldt 
Thursday Evening 
5:30—Dinner in Crystal Room, Montrose 
Hotel 
:00—Address (Subject to be announced), 
Carl Van Doren, Editor and Author 
Friday Morning, October 9 
9:00—Ball Room, Montrose Hotel 
Report of the President of the Iowa Library 
Association, J. Sidney Johnson 
Report of the Secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission, Julia A. Robinson 
Business Meeting 
Address—-(Speaker and 
nounced later). 
Friday Afternoon 
2:00—Sight-seeing Trip About the City 


Will YOU Be at Cedar Rapids? 

The program for your state meeting 
this year should attract every librarian 
and interested trustee in the state and 
as many assistants as can be released 
from duty. 

We have a program for our state 
meeting in Cedar Rapids next month 
that should excite the interest of every 
person in the state who is direetly o& 
indirectly connected with library work. 
Carl Van Doren will speak at our dit 
ner meeting. As editor-in-chief of the 
Literary Guild of America, well knowl 
critic and author of note, it will be 
worth a trip to Cedar Rapids to hear 
him alone. His fee is $400.00, whieh! 
believe is more than we have paid for 
a single speaker at one of our stale 
meetings in a long time. 

Then, May Lamberton Becker will 
be with us again to discuss the new fall 
books. She was so enthusiastically t 
ceived at Des Moines two years ago and 
is so well and favorably known that 
librarians, and others who like to keep 
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up on current books, will look forward 
eagerly to her address.. We will have 
a special luncheon meeting, when we 
will be instructively entertained by 
Miss Fjeril Hess, who is reported by 
Miss Shellenberger and others, who at- 
tended the New Haven conference, to 
be a charming speaker. She will illus- 
trate her remarks with folk songs and 
stories in costume. 

While these are the headliners from 
outside of the state, we are equally 
fortunate in having some Iowa people 
on our program. Our honorary presi- 
dent, Johnson Brigham, state librarian, 
and the ‘‘grand old man’’ of Iowa li- 
braries, will give a paper on ‘* Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, His Genius and 
His Limitations.’’ Milton E. Lord, li- 
brarian of the University Libraries at 
Iowa City, will talk to us about his 
Italian experiences. 

It has been two long years since we 
have had a state meeting in Iowa. I 
know there has been some feeling on 
the part of a few because we have de- 
voted so much of our time and effort 
during the past two years to the county 
library demonstration. To some it has 
not seemed entirely appropriate for 
the I. L. A. to expend so much of its 
revenue and effort on this one project. 
Perhaps.this can be discussed freely at 
our county library session in Cedar 
Rapids. Nevertheless, on account of 
this situation, I personally feel a par- 
ticular obligation this year to have an 
extraoardinarily worthwhile program 
at Cedar Rapids. I hope every member 
of the I. L. A. will go away from this 
state meeting, feeling that the program 
committee and the officers of the as- 
sociation have done everything hu- 
manly possible to make this the best 
state meeting in years. 


I want to urge particularly the value 
of this meeting to library trustees. To 
me it is disheartening to find so few 
trustees in attendance at most of our 
state meetings. And those few attend- 
ing seem to think that the trustees’ 
section is the only thing of real practi- 
eal value to them. Of course, the trus- 
tees’ meeting is very much worth 
While. However, the general sessions 
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also should attract the attendance of 
trustees. I cannot imagine any trus- 
tee of a public library in Iowa who will 
not want to hear Mr. Van Doren, Mrs. 
Becker, Miss Hess, Mr. Brigham and 
Mr. Lord. And I feel equally positive 
that every trustee in Iowa should at- 
tend the county library session, where 
Miss Wilson will speak and we will 
have a discussion of the county library 
proposition in Iowa. 

As a trustee of the Marshalltown 
Public Library, I have always felt an 
obligation to go to the state meetings, 
if for only a day. We have responsi- 
bilities in connection with our local li- 
braries which cannot be discharged 
only by attendance at monthly board 
meetings. And unless we can have con- 
tact with the active library people of 
the state through these state meetings, 
we fail to have a full appreciation of 
our responsibilities locally. 

And in speaking particularly to trus- 
tees, I want to urge you to be liberal 
in giving your staff members an oppor- 
tunity to be at Cedar Rapids. Pay the 
expenses of one or more members if you 
can possibly afford to do it. Encour- 
age them to go. I cannot imagine any 
responsible member of a public library 
staff failing to be at the Cedar Rapids 
meeting without losing much that will 
contribute to the success of her work 
during the years to come. And I be- 
lieve that the trustees of public li- 
braries will not live up to their obliga- 
tions fully unless they set aside at least 
one day for attendance at the state 
meeting in Cedar Rapids. 

J. Sidney Johnson, President. 
Iowa Library Association. 


Newbery Medal Award 


Mrs. Elizabeth Coatsworth, author of 
‘“‘The Cat Who Went to Heaven,’’ re- 
ceived the Newbery medal for the most 
distinguished contribution to children’s 
literature during the past year. Mary 
Gould Davis, chairman of the A. L. A. 
Section for Library Work with Chil- 
dren, presented the medal at an after- 
noon program of the Section on the 
second day of the A. L. A. Conference. 
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Iowa Library Association 

Memberships received since last 

number of Quarterly went to press: 

Alderson, Bella, Public Library, Creston. 

Baker, Mrs. W. M., Drake University Li- 
brary, Des Moines 

Baller, F. Margaret, Publie Library, Couneil 
Bluffs. 

Benson, E. A., trustee, Toledo 

Berry, Don L., trustee, Indianola 

Boot, Helen, Publie Library, Pella 

Brown, Jane C., Public Library, Webster 
City . 

Brown, Sara, Public Library, Reinbeck 

Cheevers, Lawrence, Ottumwa 

Cocks, Rev. Sampson, trustee, Indianola 

Cole, C. N., trustee, Pella 

Conant, A. H., trustee, Toledo 

DeKoning, Katherine, Publie Library, Pella 

Des Moines Public Library 

Dexter, Mrs. W. A., trustee, Toledo 

Glenwood Publie Library 

Goodman, A. E., trustee, Indianola 

Grant, Dr. G. A., trustee, Indianola 

Harlow, Mrs. Velma, Publie Library, Toledo 

Hayer, W. E., trustee, Lamoni 

Howard, Blanche, Public Library, Winterset 

Hunt, May, Penn College Library, Oskaloosa 

Iowa State University Library 

Johnson, Mrs. Carl, Public Library, Indianola 

Jones, Mrs. Jennie M., Public Library, Wau- 
kon 

Kelly, Mrs. Audentia, Publie Library, Lamoni 

Lane, Carl, trustee, Indianola 

MeCov, Sara, Publie Library, Indianola 

McDermott, Carol, Publie Library, Des Moines 

Manson Public Library 

Nethereut, Mary Bell, Drake University Li 
brary, Des Moines 

Runkle, Mrs. H. A., trustee, Toledo 

Shenandoah Publie Library 

Stuntz, Edna, Indianola 

Tama Publie Library 

Tobin, T. F., trustee, Vinton 

Walters, Mrs. J. P., trustee, Toledo 

Weinmann, Mrs. H. C., trustee, Indianola 

Westfall, Mrs. EF. B., trustee, Indianola 

From Black Hawk County 


Anonymous (3 donations)............ $242.00 


New Haven Conference Notes 

Completion of the million dollar en- 
dowment fund of the American Library 
Association was achieved at the fifty- 
third annual conference of the Associa- 
tion, held June 22-27 at Yale Univer- 
sity, New Haven, Conn. The confer- 
ence, the largest in the history of the 
Association, was attended by more 
than 3,200 librarians and friends of li- 
braries from the forty-eight states, 
Canada and Mexico. 

The final sum was raised in half an 
hour at the third general session of the 
conference, when subseriptions from 








the floor and telegrams from all over 
the country carried the fund well oyer 
the goal. The Association now qualifies 
for another million dollars which ig be. 
lieved to be in sight from a friendly 
foundation. 

With the endowment fund complet 
ed, the Association is able to carry on 
important projects in library exten. 
sion, education for librarianship and 
personnel service, and adult education, 
As previously stated by officers of the 
Association, the increased income from 
new memberships and from the antie- 
pated new endowment is not for expan. 
sion. It is to take the place of funds 
formerly received from other sourees 
which are not to be received from those 
sources in the future. 

Josephine Adams Rathbone, viee 
director of the Pratt Institute School 
of Library Science, Brooklyn, was 
elected president of the American Li- 
brary Association for 1931-32. Other 
new officers are: Charles E. Rush, Yale 
University Library, New Haven, Conn, 
first vice president; Beatrice Winser, 
Public Library, Newark, N. J., second 
vice president; Matthew 8S. Dudgeon, 
Public Library, Milwaukee, Wis., treat 
urer. 

A federal appropriation of $100,000, 
000 to develop rural library serviee 
over a ten year period has been advo 
cated in a resolution passed by the 
A. L. A. Couneil. The fund would be 
‘divided among the states, territories, 
and possessions on the basis of rural 
population according to the latest cem 
sus.”’ Three alternative methods of 
administration were suggested, all 
under the direction of a federal library 
commission. 

A new by-law, raising two dollar 
membership dues in the A. L, A ® 
three dollars, and abolishing the init 
tion fee, was passed at the third get 
eral session of the conference. 
change, which will go into effeet next 
January, is intended primarily to finane 
Bulletin improvements. Plans for the 
improved Bulletin will be outlined # 
that periodical later. 

Annual rather than biennial confer 
ences were overwhelmingly favored by 
A. L. A. members, 2,651 of whom 
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for the former as against 1,580 for the 
latter. 

The need for adequate library serv- 
ice during the period of economic de- 
pression Was stressed in the following 
resolution passed at the close of the 
A. L. A. conference : 

“The present economic depression 
with its aecompanying unemployment 
has stimulated the demand for library 
service, inereased the circulation of 
books and enlarged the contribution 
which libraries make in the prepara- 
tion for new types of employment, in 
the profitable use of leisure time and 
in the maintenance of public morale. 
We call these facts to the attention of 
the governors and legislatures of the 
various states and to all public officials 
of counties, cities and towns and urge 
them to allow no reduction of appro- 
priation for books and service, but to 
maintain the libraries of the country in 
their full efficiency in this period of 
special need.”’ 

A. L. A. Release, July 13. 


Iowa Breakfast at New Haven 

According to custom Iowa librarians 
past and present met for breakfast at 
New Haven during the A. L. A. con- 
ference on June 26th, arranged by Miss 
Hagey of Cedar Rapids. 

Reminiscences by Mr. Brigham and a 
roll call constituted the program. A 


list of those present follows: 
Librarians at Present in Iowa 
Adkins, Kitchel, Cedar Rapids 
Barrette, Lydia M., Mason City 
Brigham, Johnson, Des Moines 
Coleman, Elizabeth, Davenport 
Divelbess, Alice, Des Moines 
Hagey, E. Joanna, Cedar Rapids 
Hagey, Mrs. E. M., Cedar Rapids 
Parker, Helen H., Des Moines 
Peterson, Mildred Othmer, Des Moines 
Spaulding, Forrest, Des Moines 
Struble, Virginia W., Davenport 
Wieder, Callie, Waterloo 
Former Iowa Librarians 
Abernethy, Clara L. (lowa Library Commis- 
sion), Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 8, C. 
Annable, Dorothy, (Mason City Publie Li- 
brary), Coneord, N. H. ‘ 
Aussieker, Meta, Connecticut College, New 
London, Conn. 
Bergman, Gertrude, (Newton), University 
Maryland Library, College Park, Md. 
Brace, Maria (., (Waterloo Public Library), 
_ Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore, Md. 
Fyan, Loleta Dawson, (Davenport), Wayne 
County Library, Detroit, Mich. 
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Gilbert, Addie, (Spirit Lake and Davenport 
Publie Libraries), Port Huron, Mich. 

Howe, Ruth, (Cedar Rapids, Publie Library), 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Inghram, Florence, (Council Bluffs and Dav- 
enport Publie Libraries), Teachers’ College 
Library, New York, N. Y. 

Jones, Linn, (Des Moines Publie Library), 
Public Library, Chatham, N. J. 

Roberts, Jane E., (State University of Iowa 
Library), Publie Library, Akron, Ohio 
Rose, Grace D., (Davenport and Des Moines 
Publie Libraries), Public Library, Morris- 

town, N. J. 

Stewart, Mildred, (Des Moines Publie Li- 
brary), Publie Library, Cleveland, Ohio 
Storms, Ida Brigham, (Council Bluffs and 
Oskaloosa Public Libraries), Moukden, 

China 
Tarr, Anna M., (Clinton Publie Library), 
Lawrence College Library, Appleton, Wis. 
Turner, Harriet P., (Des Moines Publie Li- 
brary), Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore, 
Md. 


Librarian’s Conference 


The twelfth annual conference for 
library workers was held at Iowa City 
July 10th and, 11th under the Exten- 
sion Division and Summer School for 
Library Training. The attendance was 
almost the same at last year, being 112. 

The general topic of the conference 
was ‘‘The Stimulation of Reading and 
of the Use of Books in General.’’ Mil- 
ton E. Lord, Director of University 
Libraries, presided at all the sessions, 
but called Miss Felsenthal to the chair 
for the latter half of Friday afternoon. 

At the opening session Friday after- 
noon, Dr. Jessup, President of the State 
University, presented greetings and 
spoke of the growth of interest in 
adult education on the part of colleges, 
universities and libraries. 

The phase of the general theme for 
the afternoon session was ‘‘Children’s 
Reading’’ and the first speaker was 
Mrs. Alfred H. P. Sayers of Chicago 
whose subject was the ‘‘ Imaginative 
Approach to Children’s Reading.”’’ 
(This address will probably appear in 
a later issue.) 

Letha M. Davidson, librarian of the 
Ames Public Library, spoke on Chil- 
dren’s Summer Reading.’’ She said, 
‘*A children’s room in the library, with 
inviting surroundings, easy books and 
easy things to look at, stimulates the 
children’s reading interest, without 
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his observing the stimulation. Nothing 
must come between the child and the 
book. The stimulation must be done 
quietly and unobserved.”’ 

After a short intermission the ‘‘ Read- 
ing of Students’? was introduced by 
Dr. Nathan Van Patten, Director of 
Libraries, Stanford University, who 
told of the plan used in this university 
in stimulating reading by students in 
groups, each group being under the 
supervision of a faculty member. 

Mr. Lord followed with an account 
of the new student reading plan now 
being installed in the Memorial Union 
lounge. 

On Friday evening those in attend- 
ance at the conference, (including the 
summer school students and the uni- 
versity library staff) were guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lord at Mount Burge, 
their country home, four miles west of 
lowa City. 

After a picnie supper the guests were 
entertained by the summer school 
faculty in an original program. The 
entire evening was enjoyed and all 
present greatly appreciated Mr. Lord’s 
hospitality. 

The Saturday morning theme was 
‘‘Reading of Adults.’’ Professor Doug- 
las Waples, Acting Dean, Graduate, 
Library School, University of Chicago, 
spoke on his experiences in gathering 
material for his book by the same title 
just published. 

This talk was followed by an in- 
formal discussion after which Georgie 
G. MeAfee, Librarian of the Public 
Library of Lima, Ohio, talked on the 
subject of ‘‘Making Your Community 
Library Conscious,’’ giving very helpful 
suggestions for library publicity. 

The program closed with talks by 
two of the university faculty on ‘‘The 
Buying of Books for Personal Read- 
ing,’’ in which they showed the ease 
and little expense at which a collection 
of old books and first editions may be 
secured. 





The Librarian’s Conference as Seen 
by an Assistant 

It was in a spirit of terrible serious- 

ness that I set out for the librarians’ 

conference at lowa City this summer. 





I, a modest assistant, was to be 

the chosen! Earnestly I arrived at the 
appointed door in Old Capitol ty 
minutes early; and enviously, from 
solitary corner, I eyed each neweomer. 
However did one acquire that supreme 
dignity, that confidence, which each ar. 


riving group emanated? I made 
mental notes. Librarians didn’t chatter; 
they conversed. They looked pleasant, 
but very lofty. I was duly impressed 
I even wondered: Are librarians peo- 
ple? Or are they members of some gp. 
perhuman race to whose heights T ean 
never aspire? 

The meeting began. What was this? 
Here was a sparkling, informal talk in 
language which assistants could under- 
stand. Then came another talk, and 
another, each bringing a treasury of 
ideas—some, new ideas—others, ideas 
which I had had myself in a vague 
sort of way, but had never quite 
formulated—still others that stimulated 
me to disagreement. Adjournment 
came far too soon. 

Next, however. was a pleasant diver- 
sion, an informal gathering that night 
which gave all of us the opportunity 
for an intimate glimpse of the person 
ages of the morning. Here, too, I found 
the answer to my question, Are i 
brarians people? When one saw the 
most famous of the guests accepting, 
with very human gusto, a fourth sand- 
wich, and when all of us, the great and 
the lowly, later sat sharing chuckles 
over those absurd, clever charades, 
there could be no doubt of the answer. 

The next morning brough a fresh 
start, and, for me at least, a new out 
look, gained from yesterday’s pleasant 
experiences. Each succeeding talk 
strengthened my growing belief that! 
had indeed chosen the right profession. 

I think that to every assistant, # 
well as to library heads, such a meet 
ing must mean much. To me it brought 
the resolve to perfect myself in routine 
so as to leave more time for imagm® 
tion and originality. It carried witl 
this a new realization of the p 
of those in command, and a great 
termination to cooperate. That night's 
social contact with the speakers 
the other attending librarians b 
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encouragement, confidence, and a fresh 
aceess of ambition. In a word, the li- 
brarians’ conference brought to at least 
one assistant a new and broader con- 
ception of her duties and pleasures as 


a librarian. 
Elizabeth Disque, 
Burlington Publie Library. 


Black Hawk County 

Black Hawk county will not have a 
eounty library this year. Such is the 
effect of the refusal of the board of 
supervisors to consider a levy for the 
maintenance of a county library in 
their budget. 

While this is a great disappointment, 
it is not surprising in the present finan- 
cial condition of the times. And it does 
not mean that a levy cannot be made 
another year, but it does seem a great 
waste of money and effort not to make 
use of the books and facilities now in- 
stalled. 

The books, with the exception of 
those loaned by the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, belong to the Iowa Library 
Association and action concerning them 
must be taken by the new Executive 
Board after the Cedar Rapids meet- 
ing. It is probable they will be kept 
for later use. 

Miss Parmelee, having also been 
loaned by the Library Commission, will 
become Cataloger in the Library Com- 
mission office. 

Needless to say the disappointment 
among the county people who have en- 
joyed the privileges of the Demonstra- 
tion is very great and many letters of 
appreciation and regret have been re- 
ceived by Miss Wieder and Miss Par- 
melee. 





Hardin and Page Counties 


While the disappointment occasioned 
by the Black Hawk County decision is 
keen in our minds, encouragement 
comes through the renewal of the 
county library contract by the board 
of supervisors in Hardin county. An 
article by the County Auditor com- 
mending this work appears in six 
Hardin county newspapers. 

The county extension to the rural 
schools in Page county from the libra- 
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ries at Clarinda and Shenandoah is 
also to be continued. 





Book Week 
November 15-21, 1931 


‘*Round the World in Books’”’ is the 
theme for Book Week this year, No- 
vember 15th to 21st. Public libraries 
in a number of cities have used this 
theme for children’s exhibits in recent 
years, but, with statesmen endeavoring 
to solve world problems of exceptional 
magnitude this fall, the subject of in- 
ternational friendship through reading 
now has a special timeliness and sig- 
nificance. 

The National Association of Book 
Publishers, headquarters for the Book 
Week campaign, has suggested that li- 
braries, schools and bookshops plan 
‘*Round the World Book Fairs’’ for 
the week, bringing together all the de- 
lightful foreign children’s books which 
American publishers have made avail- 
able in translation, books which give 
children a sense of intimacy and friend- 
liness for their cousins across the seas. 
France, Russia, India, China, Sweden, 
almost every country round the globe, 
it seems, has made contributions in re- 
cent years to the favorite bookshelves 
of American boys and girls. These 
books range from fiction and folk and 
fairy tales to histories, biographies, and 
books of information, giving young 
readers a varied, colorful background 
of knowledge of the world we live in. 


Maud and Miska Petersham, well- 
known for their lovely book illustra- 
tions, have designed a very gay wall 
panel in vivid color for Book Week, 
with children of other lands, in na- 
tional costumes, carrying books to 
American children. This streamer and 
a manual of suggestions for observance 
of the Week will be available in Sep- 
tember from the National Association 
of Book Publishers, 347 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

Preliminary Announcement 
National Ass’n of Book Publishers. 


The ltowa Library Commission will be 
glad to give help with suggestions. book 
and poster loans, leaflets for distribution, 
and suggestions for speakers. 
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Iowa History for School Use 


In connection with the action of the 
last legislature, requiring the teaching 
of Iowa history in the schools of Iowa, 
the following list of Iowa material for 
that purpose has been arranged by the 
Department of Public Instruction. 

Libraries which do not have all this 
material would do well to add the 
missing titles for inclusion in their 
lowa Collections and for the use of 
their schools. 


Aurner—lIowa stories (3 vols.), Clio Press 

Briggs—Work book in Iowa [listory, Wallace 

Brigham—lIowa, its history and foremost 
citizens (2 vols.), Clarke 

Brigham—Sinclairs of Old Fort Des Moines, 
Torch Press 


Christiansen—Story of lowa, Author 


Cole—History of the people of lowa, Torch 
Press 

Erbe—Text and work book in the history 
of Iowa, Holst 

Harlan—Narrative history of the people of 
Iowa, American Historical Department 

State Historical Annals of lowa (Quarterly) 
—State Historical Department 

Macbride—In cabins and sod houses, State 
Historical Society. 

Mahan & Gallaher—Stories of lowa for boys 
and girls, Maemillan 

Morris—lowa today, School Necessity Com- 
pany 

Richman—From Ioway to Iowa, State His- 
torical Society . 

Sabin—Making of Iowa, Flanagan 

State Historical Society—lIowa Journal of 
history and polities (Quarterly) 

State Historical Society—Palimpsest (monthly ) 

State—Iowa Official Register (Biennial), State 
Printing Board. 

Wallace—Story of Iowa, Wallace 





Iowa Authors 


The following books by Iowa authors 
have recently come to the attention of 
the Quarterly editor: 


Aldrich, B. 8S. A White Bird Flying, Appleton. 
Another book by the author of the most popular 
book of recent years. 


Brill and Youtz. Your Child and His Parents, Ap- 
pleton. Text book in child study and parent educa- 
tion by two members of the Lowa Child Welfare 
Research Station. 


Garland, Hamlin. Companions on the Trail, Mac- 
millan. A continuation of the author's reminis- 
cences, 


McMullen, L. W. Building the World Society, Me 
Graw-Hill, The author is a former Dubuaue girl 
now residing in Vermont, and the book was in the 
last list of books sent out in the International Mind 
Alcove Library. 
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Chayer, M. E. School Nursing, Putnam. Deak 
contribution of the school nurse to a —_ 
school environment, ‘ine autnur was tormern, oy. 
pervisor of Nurses for the Department of 
in Des Moines. 


Hathaway, E. V. Book of American P 
McGraw-Hill. Intimate portraits and brief bic- 
graphies of all the presidents of the United States 
The author was formerly a teacher in East High 
School, Des Moines. 

In this connection it might be in- 
teresting to mention the ‘‘ Historical 
and Literary Map of Iowa,’’ made by 
the staff of the Davenport Publie Li- 
brary, and a part of the exhibit of this 
library at the Mississippi Valley Pair 
and of the Iowa Library Commission at 
the State Fair. 

In both exhibits the map attraeted 
much attention and much interest was 
expressed in a reproduction for use by 
libraries, schools, and in homes. The 
map would seem to be especially useful 
in the schools as they are now required 
to teach Iowa history. 





Iowa Students in Library Schools 


The following list of students taking 
the course at Simmons College Library 
School reached the editor too late for 
inclusion in the last number of the 
Quarterly: 

Ruth May Gulden, Burlington 

Virginia Louis Poor, Burlington 

Katherine Murray Saunders, Fort Dodge 

Alice H. Topping, Burlington 





Fifty Good Garden Books 

A list of books of the above title has 
been prepared. by the Federated Gar 
den Clubs and the Iowa Library Com 
mission. 

The lists were distributed at the 
State Fair and will be sent to the Gar 
den elubs of the state. Libraries would 
do well to prepare themselves by pur 
chasing as many as possible of 
titles listed. A copy of this list will 
be sent to libraries or individuals rt 
questing it. ; 

The Iowa Library Commission will 
loan these books to individuals in eom 
munities without libraries and 0” 
braries to supplement their collections 
where an attempt is being made to meet 
the demands of the community m 
direetion. 
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Iowa Summer Library School Students 
1931 

Allen, Donald, University Library, lowa City 

Barr, Florence, assistant, Kendall Young Li- 
brary, Webster City 

Blessington, Sister M. Mark, Immaculate 
Conception School, Cedar Rapids 

Brandin, Maxine G., assistant, Publie Li- 
brary, Onawa 

Bridger, Helen E., High School Library, Man- 
son 

Burrell, E. 
lowa City 

Campbell, Melva M., lowa City 

Chandler, Mrs. Elizabeth, assistant, 
Library, Glen Ellyn, Dlinois 


Josephine, University Library, 


Public 


Chaplin, Mrs, Ada, librarian, Public Library, 
Britt 

Christensen, Mildred L., assistant, Hospital 
service, Sioux City 

Conmy, Sister M. Theodora, librarian, Mt. 
St. Mary Academy and Junior College, 
Cherokee 

Conner, Catherine E., lowa City 

Criswell, Ora, Osceola 

Duncan, Jamie, Morganfield, Ky. 

Ebel, Hortense E., Waterloo 

Estes, Amanda L., technical librarian, Hick- 
man High School, Columbia, Mo. 

Everett, Helen F., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Findly, Marian A., University Library, lowa 
City 

Fitz, Beulah E., Pipestone, Minn. 

Ford, Mary A., high school librarian, Mary- 
ville, Mo. 

Havemann, Louise W. K., assistant, P. M. 
Musser Library, Muscatine 

Johnston, Aimee L., Irving 
School, Lincoln, Neb. 

Kalsem, Agnes M., Huxley 

Kelly, Marie Frances, Cedar Rapids 

Krieg, Clarice E., lowa City 

Love, Eloise, Garner 

March, Erlynne, assistant, lowa State Teach- 
ers College, Cedar Falls 

Mix, Alma C., assistant, Wartburg College 
Library, Clinton 

Mullaney, Virginia, assistant, Public Library, 
_Mason City 

Newman, Frances L., assistant, Logan College 
Library, Russellville, Ky. 

Owen, Margery M., Oskaloosa 

Sartori, Rosemary, librarian, Public Library, 
Le Mars 

Seaholm, Alice E., Moline, Tlinois 

Sechler, Gladys M., Cedar Falls 

<——~ Marian M., University Library, Iowa 
‘ity ; ; 

Spears, Frances M., assistant, Publie Library, 
Keokuk 

Thompson, Dorothy Ann, High School Li- 
brary, Miami, Oklahoma 

Watts, Ruth E., Clear Lake 


Junior High 


Webster, Dorothy E., Minburn 
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Laying the Foundation Stones of 
Children’s Reading* 
By Lerua M. Davipson 


This amazingly heavy subject recalls 
to my mind a story I read as a child, in 
a certain reader with a freckled brown 
cover. The stony story was all about 
Ben Franklin, and how he and his 
friends carried stones to the river’s 
edge to erect a particularly fine pier 
for their own use. And just as they 
got it done along came Mr. Franklin, 
Senior, who told them that it was ail 
wrong, and would they please put those 
stones back where they got them AT 
ONCE? So you can’t tell, when you 
lay a lot of stones, how long you will 
have the satisfaction of thinking you 
did the right thing. 

Times without number we have 
heard of the importance of giving chil- 
dren a good reading background, and 
I have no doubt but that every worker 
with children believes in it. We have 
only to consider. the shortness of the 
time that children are children, to real- 
ize that those years must not go to 
waste. And the habit forming years 
are the early ones—another reason for 
trying to give the children good read- 
ing habits. 

I think Miss Effie Power must have 
had all these things in mind when she 
said: ‘‘The children’s library must an- 
ticipate the adult library.’’ That sums 
up our problem. Our chief concern is 
to train, stimulate, inspire, coax or ca- 
jole our child patrons, according to 
their several necessities, so that when 
we send them on to to be adult readers, 
as many as possible of them will be 
lovers of good books. 

There was a time when grown per- 
sons, teachers especially, felt the neces- 
sity of acquainting children as fast as 
possible with ‘‘the classies.”’ They 
went at it sternly, too, impressed with 
the awfulness of having children die 
young, without having read ‘‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’’ or ‘‘Paradise Lost,”’ or 
Burke's ‘‘Conciliation.’’ Even in our 
own school days we heard much about 
the classics. We met them in school, 
and usually found them abominable 


*Paper read at children's section, regional meeting. 
St. Paul, October 16, 1950, 












































frumps in the matter of dress, which 
led us to suspect their contents of being 
as bad or worse. They were supposed 
to be good for our souls, but they were 
oh, so hard to look at. And most of 
these unattractive series were named 
for famous men. There was one set of 
classics, very inexpensive, that was 
named, for reasons which I know not, 
but suspect, The Carlyle-Burns Edition. 

It is no longer difficult to make chil- 
dren love books, when the books them- 
selves are so irresistible. We have 
studied the psychology of the child 
mind, and have made tests to find out 
what kind of paper and ink and pic- 
tures they prefer, until it is a wonder 
that they are not spoiled entirely by 
the fuss that has been made over their 
likes and dislikes. 

There is something thrilling, no mat- 
ter how familiar the sight, in a room 
full of children looking at books. They 
give themselves up so unreservedly to 
the power of the story or the pictures, 
and they show their pleasure so spon- 
taneously when they get what they 
want. Also their patience is longer. 

One very busy evening I noticed a 
baby, or what I thought was a baby, 
looking at the easy books. He would 
take out one, look at it, and put it 
back (in the wrong place); take an- 
other, reject it, put it back and so on. 
He seemed to prefer the horizontal to 
the vertical in matters of shelving. 
But the charging desk was a turmoil, 
and I could not stop just then. He kept 
steadily on, until he had looked at and 
laid aside every easy book in the li- 
brary. Then he sat down, somewhat 
wearily, on a little chair, and waited 
for his father. He made no attempt to 
look at a single book he had handled. 
When the father came back he came to 
the desk: ‘‘ Last time we were here you 
showed my boy a book about trains 
and I wouldn't let him take it because 
I thought it was too old for him. That 
was over a month ago and he hasn’t 
talked about anything else since. Now 
I brought him back to get it, and he 
ean’t find it.”” With some effort I re- 
membered ‘‘The Wonderful Locomo- 
tive’’ and produced it, but not from 
the easy book shelves. The child was 





so happy he had to be taken out. He 
was too young to understand lib 
rules, but he knew what he wanted. | 
think he is well on the way to being a 
book lover. 

Then there is Louise, who is six. She 
comes in ‘‘to see the books.’’ Her 
method is to hunt for her favorites 
until she gets a lapful and then sit in 
the little rocking chair and rock them, 
while she tells me what is inside, and 
why she likes each one. It is hard to 
get her to take a new one, because she 
likes the old ones so well. She sits and 
pats their covers and treats them much 
as other little girls do their dolls. 

I believe the first foundation stone 
will be laid when we can say that “‘all 
the children of all the people’’ are book 
lovers. Matters of taste will follow 
naturally then. 

Our chief concern, when children 
have passed the easy book stage, and 
have mastered the mechanies of read- 
ing, is to give them as much literary 
background as possible in their read- 
ing, so that when they become adult 
readers they will not be puzzled by al- 
lusions to persons or happenings m 
mythology, or folk stories, or the Bible. 
Of course our success depends largely 
on the help that we get from the chil 
dren’s fathers and mothers, and a great 
part of our work is in educating the 
parents to see the necessity for guid- 
ing their children’s reading. 

We hear a great deal today about the 
American home. There are those who 
say it is not, on the average, very home 
like. I wonder if the trouble with it 
may not be that it has too much fore 
ground and not enough background. I 
usually get most discouraged about the 
American home at Book Week, for tt 
is then that we all hear things like 
this: 

‘What shall I get Robert for Christ 
mas? He does love books so. I promise 
myself I’ll take more time to read # 
him, but I belong to four clubs, and my 
dear—you know how it is! But any 
way I just must do something about 
it. Maybe week after next, when Im 
not quite so busy.”’ 

Up comes another mother, brightly. 
‘*Do you have books for reading aloud! 
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I have three children, a boy 14, a girl books, and the best editions of the little 
12, and a boy 8, and every year during children’s classics. We cannot be too 
Book Week I just drop everything and careful about the pictures that illus- 
read aloud to them one evening.’’ trate the old favorites. I once saw a 
But she is swept aside by Mrs. Ath- child quite perturbed because the story 
erton who has come to get a book for said of Peter Rabbit, ‘‘He got caught 
Pauline. ‘‘Yes, she’s ill, but she hasn’t by the large buttons on his jacket. It 
read much. She just loves to read, but was a blue jacket with brass buttons, 
what with school and Campfire and quite new.’’, while in the picture Peter 
dancing and her music, and French les- was wearing a red jacket. The pictures 
sons she never seems to have much in her book were cheap and careless 
time. And I do think she ought to be throughout. I feel that it does not pay 
outdoors some, don’t you? Yes, that to use books of that kind in the chil- 
looks like a nice book, but it’s so thick. dren’s room. 
She never could get through that in Some publishers of readers and 
two weeks. IHlaven’t you something primers require, not only of their 
thinner ?”’ authors and editors, but of their illus- 
When the tea is over, and you are trators, the most painstaking and orig- 
cleaning up the lemon rinds does it inal work. This makes it possible to 
ever occur to you that the children replenish the easy book shelves with 
most to be envied are the ones with really good books at small cost, and 
broken legs? They, at least, have time to be sure that we are getting carefully 
to read. graded reading matter, even though 
What can librarians do about creat- We cannot all be experts in primary 
ing proper reading backgrounds for education. We cannot, however, de- 
children in homes like that? We can’t Pend on all readers and their publish- 
ignore them and work on the little poor ¢"S- It is a good plan to attend the 
ones, for these very children are our yearly State Teachers Meeting, to go 
most promising material, and they are Vet the publishers” exhibits, and ex- 
certainly going to be the leaders of Mine the books before buying. 


the next generation. But if we sit Could we, in our search for minimum 
down and count up what they need to essentials, omit anything from the 
know about literature and divide it by fairy tale shelves? Certainly not all 
the time we know they will have to of them, for fairy tales are a part of 
read, we can see at once that they can’t every child’s heritage. The atmosphere 
read everything—no, nor half of it. of fairyland, the princes, the maidens, 

In the face of these overcrowded pro- the playing fountains, the delicious air 
grams, and keeping in mind that new of magic and enchantment, are more 
children’s books are appearing with than pleasant. They are stepping 
amazing rapidity, I think we should stones to the amenities. They encour- 
ask ourselves rather often which books age idealism and stretch the imagina- 
we consider essential to a good reading tion. However, modern fairy tales can 
background, and which can be spared be scrutinized more carefully before 
if they must. Possibly our views will we give them shelf room, and we can 
have changed since the last time we easily do without them unless there is 
thought about it. This is a changing ‘some real originality or beauty about 
world. them. 

Of course we cannot part with easy I once gave to the Bible story corner 
books and picture books, nor do we _ of my children’s room a respectful but 
need to, for children usually have distant approbation. I realized the 
plenty of time to read when they are color and beauty of the hero stories, 
very young. There is such a wealth of but remembering how easy it is to of- 
excellent and inexpensive material for fend people in matters of religion, I 
them, that we can afford to be quite did not push the Bible stories much. 
selective, and ban from our easy book Then one day something happened. 
shelves all but the very best picture I had just received ‘‘From Now to 
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Adam,”’ by Langstaff, and had dis- 
covered the panoramic sheet of illus- 
trations in the back. This sheet is not 
attached to the book in any way, and 
it is, somehow, more successful than the 
book itself. The illustrations in the 
text are here repeated—twenty-eight 
of them, beginning with Adam and 
Eve, then Cain and Abel, and so on 
to the Star of Bethlehem, the beautiful 
and decorative designs placed side by 
side on the sheet. I had_ put it under 
glass on a low table in the children’s 
room, and was wondering how the 
children would like it. 

Just then came Edna and Edwin, 
twins from a poor section of the city. 
They spied the map and began talking 
about it to each other, evidently much 
puzzled. So I undertook to explain. 
**You know this story don’t you? This 
is Samson pulling down the temple.’’ 
‘*No.’’ said Edwin. So I tried Edna. 
‘‘Tlere, do you know this one?’’ ‘‘ Huh 
Uh! It’s a baby though.’’ ‘‘That’s 
little Moses in the bulrushes and the 
princess finding him.’’ Edna was much 
interested. ‘‘Does she get to keep 
him?’’ ‘‘Yes, it’s a good story. Would 
you like to read it?’’ Emphatically 
she would. Presently I tried Edwin 
again, with no better success, but at 
last he poked a dirty finger at Cain 
and Abel and said, ‘‘Bet I know who 
that it.’’ ‘‘And who is it?’’ I beamed. 
‘*That’s Tarzan of the Apes’’ replied 
Edwin. 

They went home with Grover’s ‘‘Old 
Testament Stories,’’ and henceforth I 
circulate a Bible story whenever I get 
a chance. It isn’t safe to have them 
growing up all around us like that. 
Someone might offer them ‘‘butter in 
a lordly dish,’’ and I think they ought 
to know what to expect. I think we 
should see that every child knows at 
least where the Bible stories are. Back- 
ground would be sufficient justifica- 
tion, even if it were not for the fa- 
mously good story-telling material that 
is in the stories of David and Daniel 
and little Moses, whom the princess 
was allowed ‘‘to keep.’’ 

The Greek heroes must certainly 
stay. They are here on our bookshelves 
precisely because they have had much 


to give to every generation between 
this one and the days when Homer 


sang. Hlero worship is one of the 
strongest and safest factors in the de 
velopment of character, and I am glad 
that children are given time in sehool 
to follow Ulysses in his wanderings, to 
write plays about Pericles, and to carye 
the Parthenon in Ivory soap. 

Our King Arthur books and ou 
Robin Hoods should also be plentifyl 
and various. I would rather spend my 
book budget disproportionately for 
these, than to offer the children shabby, 
worn-out, or cheap editions. Here are 
the finest stories of all times, and we 
ean make this plain to the child by of 
fering them to him bravely dressed. 
Also they pave the way to other things 
—poetry, for instance. Boys who think 
they hate poetry will prick up their 
ears when they hear, ‘‘ Sherwood in the 
twilight. Is Robin Hood awake?” 

Iloward Pyle in his Robin Hood and 
King Arthur stories has preserved the 
original events and characters of the 
old tales, adding to them from his own 
artistic imagination the flame colored 
linens, the canopies of searlet cloth, 
which will do more to make a child see 
beauty than a whole lecture on art. So 
I think we should not feel that the 
Pyle books are too expensive for us, 
even though they do cost $3.50. 

When it comes to budgeting funds, 
I think it is easier to waste money @ 
the story books’ than anywhere else, 
even though they may not seem to cost 
so much, on the face of it. Perhaps it 
does take Spartan courage to refuse 
buy a new girls’ story because it doe 
not contain anything distinetive, and 
the eighth of a series. Perhaps it takes 
even more courage to say toa ¥ 
meaning patron who comes donatimg, 
‘*‘No, I’m afraid we can’t agree to 
that set of Elsie Dinsmore on the 
dren's shelves, though of course we a> 
preciate, ete.’’ But isn’t that the sort 
of decision that is expected of ust 

We have been talking about | 
ground as a factor in the cultivation of 
good taste. Certainly it plays aa = 


portant part in story books. Girls at 
absorbing from their stories, true 
false ideas of life, and are gaining @ 
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or false ideas of values, even when they 
read for amusement. It is not a case 
of whether or not Amy March and 
Ruth Fielding are ‘‘nice girls.’’ Doubt- 
less they both are. But which of them 
would make the best companion for 
the girls that come into your library? 
They think they are looking for thrills 
and excitement, but unconsciously they 
are looking for characters to admire. 
And I think we should insist that our 
girl heroines should at least be real 
people ‘‘made of meat”’ instead of silly 
paper dolls with no real personality. 

On the whole, I think boys are some- 
what less of a problem. To be sure, 
they clamor for air books, and mystery 
books, but the majority of them will 
enjoy ‘‘Jim Davis’’ or ‘‘Men of TIron’’ 
if they find the other stories are hard 
to get. And their school stories, though . 
they are not remarkable, are a little 
better than the corresponding girl's 
boarding school books which so often 
seem to be about nothing at all. 


The whole point of working with 
children to give them background is 
made clear when we come to consider 
the last foundation stone—the forma- 
tion of good taste. This is one of the 
last things to be attempted before our 
children leave us for the adult library, 
and is quite the most important thing 
about our work with them, for on it 
depends their future as readers. Of 
course standards are uneonsciously 
formed from the earliest years, but it 
is during the last years in the chil- 
dren's department that they themselves 
begin to think about good and bad in 
books. 

Most of us have chosen to be chil- 
dren’s librarians because we prefer to 
work with plastic patrons rather than 
with those whose tastes and opinions 
are formed. It is a good reason for 
a choice, but one which implies very 
definite responsibilities. We are ex- 
pected to help children form standards 
of judgment about books, which means 
about life as well. 

We must encourage them to be dis- 
triminating—to choose the real and 
enduring thing in preference to the 
false and trivial one. This is not so 
solemn and awful as it sounds. Even 
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a funny book can be really funny or 
trivially and falsely funny. And we 
are building foundations—solid ones. 

What shall we say, then, when a can- 
did youngster calls us to stand our 
ground against his own very honest 
opinion’ ‘‘I don’t see why you think 
Tom Sawyer is a good book and Tom 
Swift and His Airship is a bad one. 
They both had exciting adventures.’’ 
And ‘‘Why do you like Tom Bailey so 
well? Tom Slade is a lot more up-to- 
date.’’ 

Nobody can foresee what the right 
answer will be in such a case. There 
is no catechism that can be learned and 
applied. The answer, if it is to have 
any value, will be a subtle combination 
of fact and theory in argument. But 
it will be different for every child, and 
for every librarian, being compounded 
of the personality reactions and the 
ideas of the two who talk. There is one 
thing to bear in mind. When the Old 
become dogmatic, the Young become 
deaf. 

A love for books; at least a modicum 
of literary background ; and the begin- 
nings of judgment about books. These 
are the foundations that should be laid 
by the children’s department. We have 
been talking about the kinds of books 
that will best accomplish this but the 
books are only half of it, perhaps not 
even half of it. A factor of tre- 
mendous importance is the personal 
equipment of the children’s librarian. 
(To be concluded in our next) 





Iowa Library Commission and Public 
Libraries 

The staff of the Library Commission 
are frequently asked by visitors from 
towns with libraries how children’s 
books may be borrowed from the Trav- 
eling Library, saying their own li- 
braries do not have them. So often does 
this oceur that the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission begins to wonder 
whether book committees and li- 
brarians are giving proper attention to 
children’s books in their purchases. 

It is entirely immaterial whether the 
women of your town have the latest 
fiction or the men a full supply of mys- 
tery or western stories, but a library 
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which fails to supply books to meet 
the needs of the children of the com- 
munity falls far below its opportunity. 

The Library Commission manifestly 
cannot loan children’s books in com- 
munities with libraries or to libraries 
which should supply them. The lack 
seems to be in the easy books for little 
people. Some of these are expensive, 
but many may be bought for less than 
a dollar and no list of books for pur- 
chase should be made up without its 
fair proportion of juveniles. Let your 
fiction readers clamor long and loud 
but do not fail to provide books for 
the children. 

Another thing! The Library Com- 
mission is often asked for books from 
people in communities with public li- 
braries. This is no reflection on the li- 
brary and often none when the would- 
be borrower is referred to the library 
to have him told the library does not 
have the book. 

The reflection against the library 
comes when under such circumstances 
a librarian fails to say, ‘‘But we will 
send to the Library Commission for it’’ 
after saying, ‘‘We do not have the 
book’’, and to refuse to send for a book 
because several requests for the same 
book have previously been made is no 
excuse for lack of service. 

One of the functions of the Library 
Commission is to help the libraries of 
the state to supply their communities 
with books and a library which fails 
to eall on the Library Commission for 
help is failing to live up to its priv- 
ileges. However, the latest fiction ecan- 
not be loaned to libraries except for 
study club purposes and books of this 
description should be provided through 
a rental collection, if the library cannot 
afford to purchase what is needed. 

A third question which arises is the 
supply of books to schools in small 
communities with small publie libraries. 
With its limited book supply in pro- 
portion to the demands upon it, the Li- 
brary Commission cannot afford to send 
to a sehool, books which duplicate those 
which are already in the publie library. 
The Library Commission therefore pre- 
fers to send books for the schools in 
eommunities with publie libraries to 
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the libraries and then upon request 
from librarians or teachers for books 
which do not duplicate the library 
books. 

Too often the Library Commission 
is told that library hours are such that 
the schools cannot use the library or 
secure books for school use. 

In the name of all that is sensible 
to say nothing of educational, why are 
such communities maintaining |. 
braries? If it*is not to supply books 
for school use and reading for the chil 
dren of the community, then there is 
no excuse for its existence and the }i- 
brary would better be closed. And if 
for school use why are the hours of 
opening not made to suit the needs of 
the school? 





Personals 


Alberta Brown, revisor in the Sum 
mer Library School in 1926, has 
accepted the position of head ecataloger 
in the library of the University of 
North Dakota at Fargo. 

Katherine Dawley, daughter of F. F. 
Dawley of Cedar Rapids of revered 
memory and formerly of the catalog 
department of the University of Cit 
eago, has recently joined the staff of 
the Museum of Science and Industry, 
founded by Julius Rosenwald, and & 
temporarily located at 1525 East 53rd 
St., Chicago. 

Edna Giesler, who has been librarian 
of West Branch of the Toledo Public 
Library, has been appointed Head of 
Cireulation of the same library. 

Esther Greene has been appointed 
librarian of Park School, a_privaté 
school located at Cleveland Heights 
Miss Greene was formerly children’ 
librarian of one of the branches of the 
Cleveland Publie Library. 

Theo Hamilton of Indianola, 1 
merly librarian of Simpson © 
and an assistant in the Des Moines 
lie Library and the Iowa Library Com 
mission, was married during the sii 
mer to W. H. Burton. Mr. and Mm 
Burton are living in Indianola for the 
present. ee, 

Hope White, who served as assistant 
in the Davenport Publie Library 06% 
going to school, and has sinee 
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the children’s department at Akron, 
Ohio, has taken a similar position in 
the library at Moline, Illinois. 

Among the former Iowa librarians 
who have visited lowa during the sum- 
mer are Mildred Edwards of Indianola 
of the Summer School class of 1921; 
Mvrl Poland, formerly a member of 
the Waterloo Publie Library and now 
eataloger at the Janesville, Wisconsin, 
Public Library; Mildred Stewart, for- 
merly assistant in the Des Moines Pub- 
lie Library, now of the Technology De- 
partment of the Cleveland Publie Li- 
brary; Rae Stockham, formerly of 
Drake University Library, now li- 
brarian of Tremont Branch of the New 
York Public Library; Emma _ Boyer, 
formerly organizer with the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission and now librarian 
of the Union Trust Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and Vera Dixon, assistant 
professor. Library School, University 
of Oklahoma 





Correction 
Long before this the libraries of the 
state have discovered that the date and 
number of the last Jowa Library Quar- 
terly were in error and should have 
been April-May-June, 1931, No. 10, in- 
stead of as printed. Please make cor- 
rection on your copies that your file 
may not seem to contain two issues for 
the same date and be numbered irregu- 
larly. 





District Chairman 

In the last number of the Jowa Li- 
brary Quarterly Mrs. Gertrude Nelson 
of Audubon was announced as chair- 
man for the Middlewest district and 
this was in error. The name should 
have been Blanch I. Hackett of Lake 
City. Apologies are made to both li- 
brarians. 
Women’s Club Membership in A. L. A. 

One of the gratifying events of the 
past year was the taking out of a Con- 
tributing Membership in the A. L. A. 
by the Iowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs through Mrs. Tilden, president 
at the time. The library people greatly 
appreciate the spirit of cooperation 


thus shown and are encouraged thereby. 


175 





Library News of the State 











Adel—The Book Club is planning to open 
a club room in the basement of the library 
building and donations or loans of furniture 
are being sought which will make the room 
attractive for small gatherings. 

Cedar Falls—The loss of the bond issue 
vote for an addition to the library has made 
necessary various changes to give additional 
space needed. One of these changes is the 
opening of a high school reference depart- 
ment in the basement in the room formerly 
used by the G. A. R. veterans. 

Cedar Falls—Teachers College —Crace K. 
Neff of Brooklyn, a Lydia Roberts Scholar 
in 1930, and revisor in the Summer Library 
School, 1931, has accepted a position in this 
library. 

Cedar Rapids—Coe College—The dedication 
of the Stewart Memorial] Library took place 
on September 14th. This was too near the 
time of going to press of this number of the 
Quarterly to give a full account. This will 

Colfax—At the August meeting of the Li- 
brary Board, Mrs. J. B. Seott, secretary of 
the board, resigned her position and Mrs. 
Paul Monroe was named as her successor. 

Coon Rapids—Mrs. Lizzie Morgan has been 
granted a leave of absence to April Ist. Her 
place is being filled by Mrs. C. C. Browning. 

Council Bluffs—Irene Norton, assistant 
children’s librarian, and Reuben Bergquist, 
County Agent of Pottawattamie Farm Bu- 
reau, were married on June 27th in Missouri 
Valley. 

Des Moines—Historical Department— Mar- 
garet Harrington of Hamilton, Missouri, an 
alumnus of Graceland College and a graduate 
in June of Western Reserve University Li- 
brary School, has been appointed temporary 
assistant to Mrs. Baker. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The picnic of 
the Des Moines Library Club was held dur- 
ing June at McHenry Park. No program was 
given but election of officers was held with 
the following results: 

President, Ruth Carson, Publie Library 

Vice President, Cleta Conway, Publie Li- 

brary 

Secretary, Laura Betts 

Treasurer, Mrs, Ada Miller, Public Library 

Chairman, Program Committee, Helen 

Keogh Shepard, Library Commission 

Chairman, Social Committee (to be 

pointed) 

Fort Madison—Irma Hopley, who has been 
assistant librarian in the Cattermole library 
for several years and acting librarian for six 
months following Miss Hesser’s death, has 
been elected permanent librarian. Miss Hop- 
ley was a member of the Summer Library 
School class of 1928. 

Des Moines—State Library—Helen Light- 
foot, for several years an assistant in the 
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library, has been admitted to Western Re- 
serve University Library School and left the 
library September 15th. 

Lake Mills—The library was closed for 
the month of August during which time the 
floors were refinished and the walls decorated 
in pleasing shades of tan and cream, Ninety 
new books were placed on the shelves for 
the opening day. 

Lamoni—Lyda T. Elefson, librarian of 
Graceland College and president of the La- 
moni library board, was married on July 19th 
at Independence, Missouri, to Thomas 8. 
Williams. Mrs, Williams will continue her 
duties at Graceland College and on the La- 
moni library board. 

Mt. Pleasant—Iowa Wesleyan P. E. O. 
Memorial Library—Mrs. Florence McKibben, 
librarian, has resigned her position. Mrs. Me- 
Kibben- has been librarian of Towa Wesleyan 
College since 1917 and during this time has 
made a hobby of collecting documents, books 
and pietures concerning Iowa Wesleyan 
which will be valuable during years to come. 

Before taking the position at the college, 
Mrs. MeKibben served as librarian of the 
city library from 1906-1917. 

Miss Martha M. Guenther of Burlington, 
Towa, has been elected to succeed Mrs. Me- 
Kibben as librarian of Wesleyan College. 
Miss Guenther is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa and of the Illinois Library 
School. 

Mt. Vernon—Cornell College—Mrs. Doro- 
thy Higbie of Mount Vernon has been elected 
librarian to sueceed May Fairbanks who 
served the college in that capacity for many 
years. 

Mrs. Higbie is a graduate of Cornell Col 
lege and has a B. 8. degree from the School 
of Library Service of Columbia University 
and has had teaching and library experience. 

Red Oak—Anne Bevan, an assistant of the 
Marshalltown Publie Library, has been serv- 
ing as librarian during the summer while 
Miss Palmer was taking a much needed va- 
cation. 

St. Ansgar—Anna R. Olsen has been 
elected librarian to sueceed Mary E. Lund, 
who resigned July Ist. 

Sioux’ City—Judge A. Van Wagener and his 
daughter, Dr. Gertrude Van Wagener Farley, 
have presented to the Rebecca Osborne Smith 
Branch a copy of a Roman Catholic Breviary, 
printed in the fifteenth century. This gift 
is in memory of Mrs. Van Wagener, who 
died a few years ago. The book was long 
in possession of the Medici family and was 
purchased in Florence, Italy. 

Vinton—After twenty-three vears of con- 
tinuous service as librarian, Elizabeth Wil 
liams has resigned her position to take a 
well earned rest. During almost a quarter 
of a century she directed the reading habits 
of the young of the community. On the last 
day of her service many notes of appreciation 
were received. 

Mrs. Harry Holek, a former assistant, be- 
comes temporary librarian. 


Deaths 


Hannah M. Babb for 31 years 
brarian of the Indianola Public 
brary, died on August 27th at her he 
in Indianola. Miss Babb became : 
rian of the Indianola library im 18a) 
when it was taken over by the muni. _ 
pality. The library at that time had 
less than 600 volumes and was ] . 
in the second story of a business block 
Miss Babb continued her work with the 
library until 1915, seeing the location 
changed a number of times before its 
present Carnegie building was seeured 
and the number of volumes greatly ip 
ereased. The librarv was closed dur 
ing the hour of her funeral. 


Mrs. W. G. Douglass, a member of 
the Boone library board, died on 
14th at her home in Boone. Though 
poor health for a long time, she 
still been active in club and other diree 
tions. ¥ 

She was a member of the book @ 
mittee of the library board and 
interested in its deliberations. 
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Dr. Peter Joor, for many years pre 
dent of the library board at Max 
and taking a large part in the 
ment of its affairs, recently died sud 
ly in his office. He was also presid 
the school board and will be gt 
missed in the community to } 
much of his time and thonght 
given. . 


Mrs. J. B. Taylor, member of} 
brary board of Centerville, died 4 
6th in the Centerville hospital @ 
week’s serious illness. ‘a 

She had been a faithful and 
member since 1926 and was pre 
of the board from 1929 to 1981, 
man of the book committee f0 
years, and a helpful advisor” 
times. “ 

Her presence and wise coum 
be greatly missed by the library 
members. 2 


Martha Townsend passed a® 
Sutherland on July 11th. She 
a member of the library 
teen years. 
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